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IIod. A. H. H. Stuart delivered an address
to the citizeus of Augusta on his return from
Richmond. He paid io the course of his re¬
marks that "in 1850, when U. S. Secretary of
the Interior, he loaned Virginia $600,000 from
the Indian Annuity fund, confiding in her
honor to pay it, and these bonds are now held
by the Indians. That mouey was spent partly
to build a monument to her illustrious son

Washington, and partly iu internal improve¬
ments for the benefit of her own ciiizen>.
which are in operation at this day.aud yet
there are men who talk of repudiating these
bonds. He showed that Augusta pays into
the State treasury every year, as taxi-s, $01,-
000, and gets back, through appropriations to
the public in.^titutions, spent within her limits,
$125,OoO. If the whole State debt was divid¬
ed among the counties her share, according to
property and population, would be $750,000,
while the Stated ha» spent within her limits
twice as much, and more than twice as much."
Among some personal reminisccnses related

by Mr. Stuart in his recent speech at Staunton
was one connected with the peace negotiations
ot the late Confederacy that has never been
made public. He read a note from linn.
Judah P. Beoiamin, dated March U5, 18G4,
asking him to come to Ilichmond for an inter¬
view with President Davis on business, the
subject of which was too important to be com¬
mitted to paper. He went, and was informed
by President Davis that Congress had voted a
secret servicc fund of $3,000,000 io gold to be
used in creating a peace sentimeut at the
North. After looking over the whole country
the President had selected Mr. Stuart as the
man for the mission. He was to sail for Nas¬
sau and thencc for Halifax, and there, from
the border of Canada, could operate on promi¬
nent mm. The fund of three millions was to
be at hi* absolute disposal, and he was not to
be required to furni.-h vouchers for its dis¬
bursement. Mr. Stuart declined the tender,
and C. C. Clay, of Alabama, and two othor
gentlemen were appointed. It will be recol¬
lected that the celebrated (Jreclcy correspond¬
ence and the "To whom it may concern" of
President Lincoln followed this mission.
The following is the programme of the Presi¬

dent's New i*ear receptions : The usual Now
Year's reception will be held at the Executive
Mansion, according to the following pro¬
gramme: At 11 o'clock a. in. the President
will receive the Cabinet and Foreign Ministers;
at 11:30 a. m. the Judges o!' the Supreme-
Court of the United'States, Senators and Rep¬
resentatives in Congress, the Judges of the
Court oi'Claims, the Commissioners of the Dis¬
trict of Columbia aud I he Judges of the Su¬
preme Court of the District of Columbia will
be received ; at 12 m. the officers of the army
and navy will be received; at 12:30 the assist,
ant secretaries' of departments, the assistant
postma-ters general, Solicitor General and as
sistant attoiueys general aud tbc heads of the
several bureaus will be received; at 12:45 p. m.
the associated soldiers ot the war of 1812, the
associated veterans of 1^40, and members of
the Oldest Inhabitants' Association of the Dis¬
trict ol Columbia will be received. The recep¬
tion of citizens will commnece at J o'clock p.m.
at which time the gates ol the enclosure will
be opened, and will terminate at 2 p. m. Car¬
riages will approach the Mansion by ttic east¬
ern gate and leave by the western gate.

The Petersburg News, says :.We do not
wish to interfere in the mail or railroad facili¬
ties of our neighboring city of Richmond; but,
if it is not an improper question, we should be
pleased to be iuformed by those best informed,
whether the people of that city are opposed :
First, to steamboat navigation ou the waters of
Virginia; and secondly, whether the proposed
new railroad is to be constructed by the capi-
talirts of Richmond, or of the State, aud to be
owned and conducted by Virginian?; or wheth¬
er it is to be built by the money aud controlled
by the power of Tom Scott's Pennsylvania
railroad iuterests, as the Danville railroad now
is? The idea of building a railroad from Rich¬
mond to Washington city simply to "facilitate
the mails," is one of the most absurd argu¬
ments which any advocate of foreign railroad
invasion has ever yet advanced. It is too thin.Why not say at once that it is a scheme de
s-gned to make John M. Robinson pay tribute
to Tom Scott <fc Co. ?

The w ir in Malacca is sub.-t intially at an

end, tbc English having succeeded in reducing
the natives to subjection. With Russia press-
ins: them on the one hand and England grind¬
ing them on the other the poor Asiatic* have
no chance to maintain their ancient institutions,
and it is not impossible that the next quarter
of a century will witness greater revolutions in
the East than were accomplished in the three-
quarters which preceded it.

Geo. B. F. Butler agaiu appears on- the
scene as the couuscl of the notorious John
D. Sanborn in an effort to obtain nine thous¬
and dollars from the public treasury. Butler
someway is always undeavoring to break into
the vaults and safes at Washington, and it is
to be rcgrettr.d that he is generally successful.

Cincinnati's proposition to celebrate the ad-
veut of the ceutennial year by processions, illu¬
minations, etc., seems to be meeting with gen¬
eral favor throughout the country. Telegrams
from several cities announce that arrangements
have been made for demonstrations of a simi¬
lar character.

Liberality toward the Press is evinced in the
recent action of theFrench Assembly, aud this,
more thau anythiug else, shows the stability of
the Republic.

The General Assembly of the State is slow
in gathering alter the Christinas holydays. A
bare quorum sits at the desks of the Seuate,
and the House of Delegates day alter day goes
through the empty formality of meeting and
adjourning because do quorum is preseut.
When toward the last days of the session it is
proposed to leugthen it out, let these "uo quo¬
rum" days be remembered. A session that
will not increase, if it cannot diminish, the bur-
deus of the people is what is wanted, and au

early adjournment.
The system of some insurance companies in

France tends to lessen risks by makiug ttie
insurer an active agent of the company. The
eompany agrees to replace loss by fire only
when the lire docs not originate on the propjr-
ty insured. The proposition is starling enough
at the outset, but carefully examined has, we

opine, some merits. In the first place the rates
are very much rcduecd, in aecord with the
limitation of risk; in the second, the great bane
ol interested iucendiarism is avoided.

In France the average salary of workmen
(without board or lodging) is sixty-eight cents;
in Germany, Italy and Switzerland, thirty eight
cents; in Eugland, eighty-three eeuts, living
beiug thirty per cent, dearer than iu France.
Two leading ['residential candidates, Mr.

l'eudh ton and Mr. Hendricks, arc at present
in the South, and very naturally the newspa¬
pers attribute some political significance to
their visit.
The Legislature of Kentucky convenes on

the 31st. The session is limited to sixty days,
but may be extended by a two-thirds vote of
both houses.
Kx-Uougressmao Niblack and Congressman

Holuian seem to have about equal chances l'or
the Democratic uomioation lor Governor of lu-
diaua.

EDITORIAL NOTES.
I he Richmond Whig thinks that people

prefer sermous to editorials.
McPberson, late clerk of the House, is goin«

the rounds of the Republican journals as re¬
markable lor having haudled millions of pub¬
lic money and not stealing any of ir.

General McClellan, rumor say.*, will shortly
be appointed to a position in the service of the
Baltimore and Onio Railroad Company, with
the title of general superintendent or manager
A lone English woman fell dead of heart dis¬

ease, and her three little children remained
a one in the room with her body for four day*
(Joe died of starvation.

'1 his is the way they manufacture "Virgin¬
ians" down East: .. 'An Old Frecsoilcr' writes
to the Evening Post proposing as a Centennial
ticket: bor President, Samuel J. Tilden, of

I New York ; lor Viro President, General ttm.
\lsaitktt, of Virginia, nominally a resident
of Massachusetts, but his home and interests
m Virginia."

OF THE OAV.
.To show the very age and body of the Times.1'

The fortune of Verdi is put down at $400,-
uuo that of Ristori at the same figure, and that
ol btoluz and kosst at $2U0,U0U each.
"Not a swell wedding this year," is the la¬

ment of a sexton of a fashionable church in
Gotham. Weddings are plainer." People
are more economical.

I''Speaker Kerr's health should prove too
poor to enable him to preside it is s>iid 1.,
probable .hat Mr. Lumar will bT'L?a t
opeaker pro tem.

V\ ild turkeys arc said to be exceedingly plen
tiful this season around Uakviile, Texas, and
that it is a very poor hunter who cannot kill
ii teen or twenty in an afternoon.
Med Runtime's dramatic company recently

came to grief at SpringGeld Mass., and the big
r.jutis of the troupe were thrown upon the
Overseers of the Poor for sustenance.

I he fruit raisers of Orange county, Florida,
are parading their largest oranges for inspec¬
tion. 1 he boss one, as yet, measures I3i
inches, weighing I9J ounces.

Brigham Young has begun the crcctioD of a
massive stone wall around ten .-quire rods of
soil, wherein arc to be buried himself and the
choice lights of his family.

At the Norfolk Navy Yard, the only busy
spot is at the sloop Alliance, where the men
are working as bu>y as bees. This vessel is

di'!t"ly 10 1)0 matiu ready lor sea imrne-

At Crescent, N. Y., there iive two twins,
one of whom was born one year and one the
nexr. The farmer came late on New Year's
Eve and the iat;cr early New Year's morn-

A meeting of citizens of the United States
residing at Bremen, to give expression to their
abhorrence of the Bretuerhaven crime aud to
protest against the uujust comments of the
German press, was hold last night, and was
attended by 200 Americans.
The project by Austria to secure peace in

the Turkish provinces is still withheld from
the great powers, owim;, it is said, to pendintr
negotiations between Austria and Russia as to
how the treaty powers should be exercised.
The story generally circulated that Paul

Morphy had become insane and had been
placed in a lunatic asylum is cruelly unjust to
that gentleman, fie is on the streets in New Or¬
leans dai.y aud in «ood health. He is in inde¬
pendent circumstances.

I clc^raojs I'roui San Francisco spcalt of a
continuation of the trout,le on the Mexican
r6h«d<?!\ Aa co*agement at Sonora between
bt Mate and revolutionary forces resulted in
the defeat of the former, a number of whom
were killed and wounded.
A labor Convention at Tyron, Pennsylvania

expresses opposition to the Texas Pacific sub¬
sidy scheme, provides for a national meeting
^ representative labor and industry at Pitts

policy0 rff1 DCXt'ideot,'uoces thc third term

Attorney general Picrrepont has decided in
favor of the llltt.ja Central Riilroad Company
in the Pennon lor t,e refund.og to the com'-
Ti- °\J ! ' P!1:iaS t,,s . dividends of
stOLk hcid uon rcMdolt aliens, lie also de
cided tnat such paymentsthe Uuj d 8
being illegal the stockholders ,ouid a,.ln,
recover the amount w.thheid b, suit

> \
the company.

"

Advices from Tucson, Arizona, stau that
the revolutionists io Sonora, Mexico, are sau
to have been successful so far, though friends
of the other side deny the report. Both par¬
ties, when operating within Arizona Territory,
refrained from outrage and paid cash for their
subsistence. Most of the Americans at Tuc¬
son, sympathize with the revolutionists, as they
represent the better classes of Sonora.

ijETTKK Ficon kkhmokd.

James River ami Kiuiiiwlia Canal.
William 1). Coleman.Contribution
to tlie State Library.Quarrelling
Over a 3>ea«l Hody, etc,

[Correspondonco of thu Alexandria Gtizotte.]
Richmond, Doc. 29, 1S75.

No quorum iu cither body ot the General
Assembly to-day.

lu the Senate, Mr. Smith, of Nelson, offer¬
ed a resolution requesting the chairman of the
committee appointed by the stockholders ol
the James River and Kauawha Caual Com¬
pany to investigate aud state its condition,
asking that committee to present said report,
it ready, to the Senate. Mr. Smith's resolu¬
tion was adopted. This svas all that looked
like busiucss iu either body to-day.
The Governor yesterday returned to the city

from his recent visit 10 Madison couuty. He
will, perhaps, to-morrow decide whether lie
will pardou Coleman or uot. If that unfor¬
tunate young man is pardoned, L understand
he has determined to live in Ricbtuoud, aud
"live down" all that has been said against
him. It is said that the report on the ease to
him by Judge Guigoo, of the Hustings Court,
war- not favorable to Coleman.

Mr. John Tuyloc, of King George county,
to-day presented the State Library with a
sword, which was presented lo his grandfath¬
er. The following inscription is upon the blade
ol the instrument :

" In testimony of the intrepidity and valor
of Midshipman John Tayloc, oi the Uuited
States frigate Constitution, in actiou at the
capture oi the Lriti.-h frigate Gucrriere, 19th
August, 1S12, the State of Virginia bestows
iLis tiword. "

It is a line-looking weapon ol ponderous size,with the blade beautifully finished with gold.The body of the missing man, ChristopherHurt, was luuod yesterday in the dock. A re¬
ward of two hundred uud fifty doiiars was of-
l'erred lor his body sometime since, aud there
is now some wrangling among three partieswho elaitu th» reward. Captain Howard, ui
tho sloop " Roxanna, " and his mate, John
Fitzgerald, aud a small boy by the name oi \Vm.
Warren, are the claimants. It soerns that all
three were standing upon the dtek ol' the yes-:el at the time, aud each claims that he first
c»ught sigtt of the body. But, in addition to
this, Howard claims that the sloop Rixauua is
his boat, and that the parties wereou that boat
at the time, uud, therefor, if they did catch
the first sight of the body it was by standing
on his vessel that they did so, aud, therefore,
the reward belongs to him. I caunot see how
it will be decided.

Mr. E. Cuthbcrt, the resident correspondentof the New Yurk Herald, is ill with pueumuuia
at his room, in this city.
A good many clerk? and others in Richmond

want to know if a fellow stands any chanoe of
getting a clerkship in Washington t.ow.

Strongnow.
WAN It IXGTOSi LETT Kit.

LCorrospondonco of the Alexandria Gazette.]
Washington, 1). C\, Dec. 29..Christmas

has eome and goue, aud one by one the mem¬
bers begin to put in an appearance, preparatory
to enuriug upon business.

Since the appoiutmeuc of the standing com¬

mittees, and the scrutiny they have undergone,
it turns out that better ones could scarcely have
been made, and while it must be admitted that
in one or two instances mistakes may have been
committed, yet Mr. Kerr has, it must be ad¬
mitted, shown judgment uud a knowledge of
men, possessed by but few.
The roport that Mr. Morrison, Chairman of

the Ways aud Means Committee, would step
down aid out, to make way for Mr. Wood, of
New York, is groundless, and while Mr. M. is
not a very ready debater, or quick at repartee,
he is considert d one of the shrewdest and most
competent meu for the position in the House.

Gov. Walker, Chairman of the Committee
on Hducatiou aud Labor, intends to make an
earnest endeavor to have the cause of Educa¬
tion advanced by the distribution of the pro¬
ceeds of the sales ot the public lauds among
the many States.

Mr. Chandler, Secretary of the Interior, is
taking his revenge upon the House, by remov¬
ing from office any aud all Democrats or anti
administration employees, acting upoD the
axiom that "to the victors belong the spoils,"and believing that the way to maintain his
party in the asceudeney is "to reward friend*
aud puui.-h enemies." Lot the Democrats take
waruiug.
The principal oeeupation of the members

who are here now, is to look out lor places in
the departments for needy cou-tituet.ts, hut
that bur-iut'ss is limited generally to the "other
side," of coursc.
Among the clerks in the House Postofficc is

Judge A. W. C. Nowhn, cv-State Seuator
from Carroll county, Va ,aud editor of the late
Lynchburg Republican, who, by his urbauity,aud prompt, and easy manner with which he
docs business, has already won for himself the
esteem of all about the Capitol. Judge N. is a
gentleman of refinement aud ability, but the.
adversities of fortune have compelled him, lor
the time being, to accept his present position.May a happier fate await him in the future,f')r he would adorn a seat in the chamber above
nis office.

_____

LEGISLATIVE.
In the Senate, yesterday, the House joint

resolution in relatiou to the graves of Confed¬
erate soldiers at Fort Delaware, was taken up
and adopted.
Mr. Allen offered a bill in relation to the

punishment of minors convicted of felony.Read aud referred.
At a rece.ni meetinc of the stockholders of

the James River and Kanawha Caual Com¬
pany a committee was appointed to investi¬
gate and report upon the condition of the
canal. The committee havim; made the in¬
spection and prepared their report, Mr.
Smith, of Nelson, offered a resolution roquc.-tiug ihc chairman of said committee to pre¬
sent the report to that body at an early day.Adopted.
The House of Delegates met at twelve

o'clock, aud immediately adjourned for the
want of a quorum.

Prof. Aikin has analyzed a portion of the
cake which caused the death of two Germans
io Baltimore a short time since, who it was
supposed were poisoned with phosphorous.The analysis showed the presence of phospho¬
rous in larnc quantities in the portion of thecake, and though no quantitative analysis was
made, showing the exact aiuouut of the pois-
od >us material present, yet Dr. Aikin express¬ed it as his optuion that death would be theresult of the consumption of such material.Corouer Ogle :s satisfied that the deaths could
have resulted qo other cause, and aspieces of cake distru,,^ ou t|jat oj^ht by Mr.Lauterbach, were slices '-.niJ a |arfirC cake, con¬cluded that if the whole poigoued, who-e-^r may have eaten the othei -.1Jrtiona wou|d.have been affected iu a simnar u.

nothing of the kind has been reported1,. * "

eludes that the cake was poisoued frou. ,

phosphorous on the ueads of the matcuG*
which Mr. Lauterbach, the deceased, carried
iu his pockct.

TELGGKAI'IIIC SU.UMAltY.
.One hundred ainl filty thousaod dollars

in double. cades were shipped froui Now York
to Europe to-day.
.Charges have been made against Peter 11.

Curll, U. S. Marshal lor the District of Con¬necticut, of perjury aud embezzlement.
.The adveDt of the Ceutenuial year will be

celebrated at Portsmouth, N. II., by a large
mass meeting, concert, parade, dice.
.One hundred and fifty shares of the Bank

of California were offered at auctiou in Sau
Francisco yesterday. Twenty five shares sold
at 15, and seventy-five at P2* per share ; thebalauco were withdrawn.
.Charles A. DeLargardicrc, formerly a

teacher in the schools of Boston, was arrested
there yesterday by the State pdice for swind¬ling about filty persons, whom he induced tojoiu a bogus Masonic lodge.

Joliu E. Grant, recently convicted in New
York of publishing aud seuding through the
mails an obscene sheet knowu as the ToledoSun, was to-day sentenced to eighteen mouths'
imprisonment and to pay $500 fine.
.The Middlctown, JN. V., trustees have or¬

dered the church bells to be rung aud the loco¬
motive aud lactory whistles blowu io honor of
.the advent of the Centennial year. Thechurches will have open services from eleveno'clock to twelve o'clock, aud will be illumi¬
nated until one o'clock. There will be bou
tires, illutuiuations, fireworks aud a torchlightprocession of oue hundred horsemen.
.Geo. Pryor has withdrawn as Mrs. M.»u!-

tou's counsel iu the matter U the proposed
church couucil, because, first, he is not a Con¬
gregational ist, aud thinks her interests cau be
better served by some oue of that denomina¬
tion, aud, second, because his appearance as
counsel for Mr. Moulton iu his suit aguiostBeecher might make it adverse to the interests
of his clients for him to act iu both cases.Judge Vaucott succeeds Gcu. Pryor.

Washington's < luur Again.
To the editor of the Alcxmulria Gazette :

11)0 New York llcrald published uu article
a low days which was copied in your pa¬
per, aud lias been somewhat exteusively re-
copied iu other uews siiceis, that "the chair
occupied by George Washiugtou as Worship-
iul Master of the Masonic Lodge at Alexan¬
dria, Va., is dow iu tile possession of Unanim¬
ity Lodge of Masons at Edouton. N. C.,
whither it was sent during the war of 1S12 lor
safe keeping," &0.
Such is not the fact. The chair iu which the

illustrious Master ol Alexandria Lodge, No.
3lJ sat.now Alexandria Washington L »dgeNo. 22.the oatue aud number oetu^ changed,
as above, Gve years ufter the death of our be¬
loved Master, is now serenely occupying its ac¬
customed place in the "East" of said Ljdgc;and that "old arm chair" has beeu iu the uu
disturbed possession of ourLjdge since 17-So.
the date of our ehaiter. It :ias never beeu re¬
moved except upou two ever memorable occa¬
sions : l?>t. When the Federal soldiery invad¬
ed our city and took prisoners our people in
May, 1S01; and 2d. When our time-honored
Lodge was destroyed by tire on the night of
the 171h of April, 1 ST 1. For further uartieu-
lars, 1 would respectfully recommeud the NowYork Herald's attention to the history of "The
Lodge of Washington," lately gotteu up by a
commiitee of that Lodge, iu the very best
style, as to manner aud matter, price $2; and
also the attention of Unanimity L>dge, N. 0..is invoked to the same subject. G. W. it***

Tu the editor of the Alexandria Gazette:
in taking a view ui the South, and especially

of the Slate of Virgioia, that id as far as L cau

get a view through Southern papers, 1 would
say that the State of Virgioia, and all ol the
Southern Slates, possess advantages over ihe
Northern and Western Slates that is wurth
the while of Northern went) lor.k at. Our
cold winters are heginuing to draw the people's
aiteuticn towards tuoviug to a country where
the seasons are a little longer and the winters
are not so severe. Not loug ago 1 received two
circulars lrorn the liappahaunoek and Potomac
immigration Society, which I have shown toseveral of my friends. I also received a letterfrom E. M. Lowe, of Fairfax county, Va.,which igave tit the publishers of the EsconawbaTribune, a weekly paper published at this
place, lor publication. I have also di.-tributed
a great many numbers of the Alexandria Ga¬
zette. Last fall^ my lather, Silas Howard,took a irip to Virginia, aud being delightedwith the oouiitiy and the people, whom ho
considered as being the most pleasant and so¬ciable he had ever met with, he was convincedthat Virginia was the couutry to live in, ami
he purchased a piece of laud in Prince William
couoty. He intends moviug out there as soon
as he can raise money enough to go ahead andimprove his place. Many of our people whohave seen the papers from the Suu'.h are be-ginning to come to the concision thai the
sunny South is the place alter all to live in.Locking forward to the happy time when I
and my friends may come to your delightful
country, where we can enjoy life more fully,I remain yours most tru'y.Jefferson Howard.
Esconawba, Delta Co., Mich , D.-c. 23, Is75.P. S..Money is scarcer here oow thau furthe past tweuty years.

The Long Bridge..A sufferer writing to
the Washington .Republican of this morning
says: lu justice to those who, like me, are
compelled to travel over the Lorn; Bridge, I
beg that you will give publicity to the follow¬
ing notice ol an accident which occurred but a
few days ago to a neighbor of mine while driv¬
ing over the dirt, or causeway portiou of the
structure: At the time spoken of my friend
was bringing to the city a load of apples in
barrels, lie sitting oo one of the barrels in the
front ol the wagon. When about midway of
this causeway the left front wheel suddenlydropped into a hole lully fifteen inches deep,the shock throwing my lriend from his perchinto the sea of mud aud water. 11c struck
head foremost, and there he stuck, and but
for the timely aidof another teamster be would
certainly have Mitfoeated. Now, Mr. Editor,in addition to mukiug these facts public.pleaseinform us whose duiy it is to keep the bridgeio passable condition. If nothing else can be
done let the causeway be spauned with a pon¬
toon, or made passable by the uae of a good,
strong ferry. Sometbiug must be doue, and
that soon.

Another Suit Against a Steamboat
Company..Yesterday in the Circuit C-»urt of
Washington, Chief Justice Cariter, the case
of Stanton vs. Potomac Steam Navigation
Company was taken up, Messrs. J. II. Brad¬
ley. A. B. Duvall, and L. O'Brien for plain¬tiff. and Mr. John Scldou for defendant. This
i» an aotion for damages alleged to have been
sustained by being put oft' the steamer io Au
nust, 1S74. The plaintiff aod several others
had purchased round-trip tickets for Blackis-
ron's Island, (intended by the company to eov-
ir but ono trip) and oo returning several dayslfter the ticket was refused, and he wai putiff the boat at Maddux's wharf. The case wasVf(F)al when our report closed.. II"/.shinyton

Fish in the Potomac.
At a meetiug uf the Maryland Aeiidemy of

Sci'-iiCo>.lii:iJ iu Baitimore la?-t Monday,the re
poit of tho section ou Ichthyology lor 1.^75,
was read. We take from the report the fol¬
lowing statement relative to the ti-heries on
the Potomac :

Shad attain their growth in three or lour
years (a longer time thau required by sulrnou.)The male returns to the spawninggrouud at
one your old, while the female remains tu the
ocean until two years old. At three years oldthey weigh about four pounds. They live fromfive to ton or twelve years. Tho number ot
eggs spawned by a full-grown shad is from sev¬
erity to eighty thousand each year. The mostfavorable spawning .season iu the Potomac isduring the month of May, and more particu¬larly the latter halt, when the water is not somuch disturbed by freshets and the tempera¬ture is from 05 to 70 degrees. The spawn is deposited ou a hard gravelly bottom where there
is a current. After the clo^e of the spawningseason, lrorn tho middle of May to the first ofJuly, they return gradually to tho ocean. L>ur-
tug August aud September the youna: fish,three or four inches iu leugth, may be seeualong the shores on their way seaward. Cer¬tain spots iu the Potomac river, once the lav
ot he spawniug grouud for shad aud where lessthau forty years ago t worny thousiud have beencaught with one haul of the seine, have siuce
Dceu ahandoued by them, the bottom o! those
parts of the river (formerly clear and hard)being covered with a deposit of mud, from theaction of great freshets in the streams.The gillers aud the frequent washinguf mudinto the river have nearly driveu the shad audherring from the upper part of tho Potomac,the fisheries uuw being nearer its mouth. Iflegislation is not applied soon to restrictions up¬
on the use of gill nets, the fisheries of thewhole river will soon be destroyed and ourState deprived of this source of wealth.1 he habits of shad aud herring are difficult
to account lor, aud the caich from year to yearis very uncertain. The muddy water prevail¬ing last spring caused a nearly general faiiuie
on tlie Potomac. The herring is not so fastidious
as the shad in selecting spawuing ground; itci posits the spawn in deep, >till water, even if
oot a hard bottom. The herring always spawnsiu fresh water. Twci.ty years ago a freshet ofuearly a year's duration prevailed in ibis vicin¬ity, and consequently tho brackish water extend'd much higher up the river thau usually,and the lower fishing shores were a failure;while those higher up the river did better, thefi-h ascending the stream above the Hue of salt
water to .-p.wn. The lover shores that
season caught great numbers of alewives,bugtish, vVc..an unusual cireuuistauce. Ale-wives >pa\vu only in suit water. During the
paM tilty years the mountain streams feedingthe Potom iC have diminished iu power, fromthe deuudation of forest lacd tt:c supply uffresh water being lessened, the salt wat.-r h'isreplaced it, and thus the formerly profitableshores of the lower Potomac have been aban¬doned for those higher up. The probability isthat in course of time, as the supply of fresh
water diminishes, the Witer of the ocean willtake its place, until the herring will not seek the
river at all to spawn, but the alewives or otherfish will. The herring fishery will then ot
course be destroyed in such localities. Thiswould ii.dicate that it may bo useless to at¬
tempt to stock u river with fish that have neverexi.-ied ttiere, for apart from the ousc of ex¬cessive tithing fish will leave water that is uotadapted to their emditiou and seek some otherlocality.
The report refers also to the new mode olcatching herring by the wier. This, if not regulated in length by law, will do more harm tothe IVtomac fisheries thau all other causes com¬bined. If its use is persisted in, it will drivethe fish away Irum our water.-, entirely. While

so aiucn attention has been paid to the cultureof shad aud salmon, &c., within the last twen¬
ty years, it seems strange no attention has beengiven to the artificial breeding of herring. Itw.iuld not uoly be the tuiau-« of adding greatiyto our wealth, but the supply ol mackerel,cod.bltn fi.-h, haddock, trout, &e., that feed on theherring, would returu to our waters. Theselarger fish, also the black lias-, pickerel, &c.,an seen in large numbers at the mouths ot ourrivers when the young herring are makingtheir ex;t. Ilerriug are more prolific than shadami more hardy in their young state. Ourefficie nt Commissioner for the Western Shorehas done much lor the fisheries of the Statethus far, having put over lour million of youngshad into the Potomac the past spring aud alarge number in the Su-qu-jhaana and oiIktrivers, consequently wo mu>t expect an incrca>cof shad in these rivers iu the course ol three orfour years.
Appended to the report was a letter fromMr Pearson Chapman, sr., a resident of theneighborhood of tne Lower Potomac, who con¬tributes hi* knowledge gained by watching theirhabits ior a period of fifty years. Mr. Ciiap-m.iu corroborates fuliy the theory of the mem¬bers of the section ol ichthyology iu the matt rof excessive fishing, and also the use ol the gilluet.
The "glut" shad appears in the river aboutthe lUth of March geucrally, aud e>mmeuces

to spawn about the last of April. During Maythe species called the May sliad, a fisli of goodflavor and fat. generally appears. This shad
is now nearly exuuet, chi fly because of the
war made upon it Uy the fillers. In the mouthof June a very large and stout si.ad of auotherspecies makes its appearance. It- flesh is re¬markably white, but soft aud comparative!}tasteless. During the month of September, a.*the young shad are returning to the ocean, itu-
uiensc numbers are caught in gauze seii.es tobe used for bait. This practice he strongly con¬demns. The "branch" herring makes its ap¬
pearance about the same time as the "glut"shad, and follows the crabs into the smallbranches to deposit its spawn, hence the name.It goes up the shallow streams as far as it cat.flutter. The branch herring does not decrease
id numbers as rapidly as the glut herring, forthe reason, probably, that the latter spawns inthe river, while the spawn of the former beingiu the small streams is not disturbed by thegill nets. The glut herring is about half aslarge as the brauch herring, of much finer11 ivor, has a small, round bln.ek eye (the eye <>fthe branch herring is peculiar) and never gets
up iuto the branches.

Fifty years ago we had five distinct varietiesof the herring, first the "branch" herring; sec¬ond the common "glut" herring, early inAfril, but in I't -r years later in April, and for
the la>t three years they do uot appear at all
iu* April; third the "poplar back," now ex¬tinct; fourth the "duobftllies," being of a lightgolden color underneath, now very scarce; fifth
a Gue 1'it fish called the "May flipper." called
so from jumping higher out ol the water thanthe other kinds. These arc occasionally seen
now, but not in gluts.
During the la.-t fifty years the sea-on hasbeen growing later. A hall century ago theshad and herriue fisheries commenced fromthe 15th t'"> the li5*.h of March, and endedabout the first of May. N >w they commenceabout a month later and end about the 25th ofMay. While shad and herring have beengradually decreasing, the perch is as numerous

a- heretofore. This may arise partly lrom hispluck and courage in defeudiug himself fromhi.- oueuiies and partly because they spawn in-hallow water and late in the season. Theflounder is ueaily extinct on the Potomac, buthas no enemy other than the war loon andkindred ducks, such as thj "goglcr." TheVirginia or winter shad is not seen now. It'sflavor is such that it is not in demand if found.The gar is now nearly extinct ab^ut the mid¬dle waters ot the Potomac, but are still caughtin great numbers down the river, much to the
annoyauce of the gillers. The sturgeon is alsobecoming very scarce. While three a week

may now bo caught a boatload could have beentaken iu two or ihree hours. 15u the urcaiiwt.itcrease of ull is observe.) in .Iu- mici' -roi the shad nod herring. Froiu-forty to li iyyears airo, ihe eatili at one l.aul was IV <m woto three hundred thousand; now from te:i totweuiy thousand i> cousiiered a groat haul.

[COMMUNICATEE.
"OitDERED to Quit the City..Levi Mar¬

ry, :iu oid toau, diunk, ordered to leave town."
Police IiCjKn't.

Hard is the fate ofihe infirm and poor, flic
first 1 knew of the above uatued person was
when he was a respectable citizen, a eabiuet
maker; also a tueiuber of the MethodistCliuteh, :iud one oi' the finest singers iu thechoir. As true and patriotic a man as everlived ; lour of his sons were in the Confederate
armv, where they served gallantly; two woreiu K-mper's Battery.

Misiottuuc might have driven this old man
t) dnuk ; God ouly knows the cause of his fall.But an old eit zeu to be driven from his homo
for being intoxicated is hard. Where is he to
goto? We should pity the sorrows oi' the

poor Or.i> Man.
The Sunny Soum . IV Jacksonvilh\Kla.,

News says : '"Some ol the young banauu plants
in and near this city show the effects oi' frost;
a thin coat oi' window pane ice was visible to
early risers yesterday morning. The day be¬
fore ihe appearaucc of the ice we saw on the
streets a large basket of ripe tomatoes."
The New Orleans Bulk tin draws a Christ¬

mas scene in the Crescent city: "Li out friendsof the frozeu North could have witnessed ourChristmas tables, decorated with uatur.il tlow-
erseulled from gardens that are almost as bloom-
tug as iu spriug, aud have seen our people fit¬
ting <>ui upon their piazzis at night ei j >yiitgthemselves alter dinner, tluy wou.d, we fancy,have been somewhat astonished."
The Marquis of Liroe and his wife the

lYtuecss Ljuise, daughter oi Queen Victoria,
duriug their visit to the Ceir<-iinial Kxhibi-
tion wiii be the guests of Sir K!w >rd Tliorn-
tou, tiie resident British Miiii-.c.
The new bark Stonewall Jackson arrived at

Norfolk yesterday irotn Boston. A larg.-crowd
turned uu<, and the i^itf Artillery Blues salu¬
ted her She was visited by many promiueutcitizens during the vveniug.

COMMERCIAL
Alkxanokia Makkkt. Dee'r. oil.- Choice

lots of Wheat are firm, and prices uncliangod;
ottering* of 30s bushels red, with sales at 115 for
an ordinary sample, and 130, MO and 115 fur
medium to strictly p:imo. Corn is in light re¬
ceipt, and the market is firm and prices arc bet¬
tor ; ottering? of .lW bushels, with bales of old
white at 03, old yeliow at 70, und new mixed at
50, 53 and 54. Rye is in fair d'-mand ; otterings
of 00 bushels, with sales at fcO.

Baltimore Cattlk -Makkkt. Dec. 2'j 1875.Bet f Cattle.Prices to-day ranged as follows:Best Beeves $5 50 a 0 25Generally rated first quality 1 50 a 5 50Medium or good fair quality 3 50 h I 50
Ordinary thin Steers,Oxon and Cows 3 00 n 3 ..0
General average of the market -1 2-"> a o ou
Extreme range of prices 3 00 a .> 25Most of the sales were from 3 75 a 1 75The market was very lightly supplied tinsweek. Operations throughout were very slow,and prices ie lower; some dealers thought thedccline in some casts reached ic per ll> as com¬
pared with last week's rates. The quality ditt'er-
ed not very materially from that of last week's
ottering*. Total receijds for the week 7Sb head.Total sales for the week 7fc8 iiettd.
Sheep.We have no variation to note in themarket this week, except in the number andquality of the receipts. The quality was scarce¬

ly us good as last week, there beint; (ewer fancyChristmas .Sheep among the offerings. Themarket continues exceedingly au.l. Wo quoteat Ua54c per lb gross, a few fancy Sheep sc.lingat iancy prices. Receipts this week 010 head.
Hogs.The run has Keen a little lighter thanlast week. The market has been exceedinglydull, and sales at our top quotations have been

vory few, and those of the caoicest stock. At
pr»sent there is i.o prospect of any improvemeut. The quality compared favorably with
t:.u ottering* of last week. We quote at 0a^ 10,most oi the sales being fit 0 5ilai'J 75 per Iihi lbs
net. Receipts this week 5023 head.

1>0HT OF ALEXANDRIA, DEC. ;><».
oun rose 7 15 Aiooii sets 7 30
Sun sets 4 50 , High water u (H

SAlLKLt.
Schr Zed Williams, Norfolk, by Hampshireand Baltimore Coal Co.
Schr George W Brainard, from Georgetown.
UEPOKT OF THE tOMMTIOX

.OK 'I'll K.

FIRST NATIONAL BANK,
AT ALKXAN I.)lilA,

In ilit.' State of Virginia, ut the ci«>.-.» of Imsini--.-,
uti Friday, the i7U. day of December, 1K7*>.

KKSul'KCKS.
Loans and discount: !?vll,01o ^2
< >verdrnfu *J,' On tx>
L*. S. bonds to M-curc circulation 100,000 <'0(Jther stocks, bonds ami mortgages in>Dae from »ppmve ! reserve ug"iut 5^,408 10Due troiii oilier National Hank- 21.K80 17Due IV'>11 Mat!- Hanks and Hankers.... 8,oM Uti
Real estate, lurniaire and tixturu: SAt.oOO id
Current expenses «nd t»xes p»i i 10,007 tf'.i
Checks and other cash items $>"> i#
Bills ut*other National Hunks 2,M0 tHi
Frnet'l. cuneney, including niekels... 'J.OfiS (hi
Legal tender notes i*l
Kedetnplion tund with U. S. Treaij'r. 4,500 IM
Due from U. S. Treasurer 1.700 00

T.IAHII.ITIKS.
Capital stock paid in (*>
Surplus fund "JO.ikki ml
Oilier und.vidrd pr lits .»'->
Nat. Bank ti"'.os outstanding tut,(KM 00
Individual deposits 2iS, Mil t'tf
Demand reiti'icales ot deposit I«4,G10 oO
Due to nth' r N:iti>niril Bank- 4'.\1>1 15
Due to Slnti- Hank-'and Hankers.. '5. I to 87

Sfttfe of Vii'yittia, ) ..

(founty of Alcj'nmlria. I " '' '

I, CHA KLES R. HOUFF, Cashier of thoFirst National l'.nhU of Alexandria, Virginia, d->solemnly swear that tin- above .-tat'-iie-nt i* true,to tin* best nf iiiv kn<iw!"tluv aii<! belief.*

CI I AS. 11. IIUUFF. Ca>bier.Subscribed and sworn to before iu«- tlii» :iOlhday of December, 1>7*»
K. KEMPER, Notary Public.

Correct.attest:
S. F. ( j it kg -ky, ¦)W.m.J Booth is, j-Directors.E. 6. Lkaddkatkr, J doc G-lt

jUTAKKET GARDEN FOK KENT.
SIX ACRES OF GOOD LAND, on thoLochabar farm, just north of tho Canal looks,now occupied by -Mr. Peverdl a- a market gar¬den, will bo rented for Jse ensuing year or lea«-el for a term of years to a Rood tenant, at rea¬sonable rates. Possession t?iven on thelir?toft!ie year. Apply ai this < flice. dec tf

DECEMBER 28, ISTo.Just received: black
Cashmeres, Alpacas and Pure Mohairs

Also Brown and Navy Blue Cashmeres, togeth¬
er with a choice line of B.ankets, Flannels,Waterproofs, Cloths, Cassitne.es and Vestings.

D F. BRASliEAR,
II B. HOOME6,dec 23 No. 109 Ring St., Alexandria

'VJ'OTICE. Ail parties indebted to WM. F_A^i BROORES wiil please make immediate
settlement with the undersigned. All accounts
tiiipaiJ by tho tirst of .January next will be
placed in other hands for collection.

, dec -AKJw P. B. HUGE, Trustee.


